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1429-007-002

1429-007-003

1429-007-004

1429-007-003 and -004  Due to the height of the trees within the proposed
right-of-way, very few trees can remain within the 150'
right-of-way with the exception of very deep drainages
and canyons.  For the selection of danger trees outside of
the right-of-way, the stable tree criteria would be used on
all properties along the preferred route.  Trees that were
deemed not to pose a threat to the new transmission line
would be left.  Consideration is given when danger trees
are selected to impacts regarding landowners from this
clearing.
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1429-007-005

1429-007-005 See response to Comment 1429-007-003.



3-258

C
hapter 3 —

 C
om

m
ents and Responses - SD

EIS

1429-008-001

1429-008-001 Comment noted.

1429-008-002 and -003  Comment noted.

1429-008-004 Comment noted.

1429-008-002

1429-008-003

1429-008-004

1429-007-005
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1429-008-005 Comment noted.

1429-008-004

1429-008-005
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1429-008-005

1429-008-006 Comment noted.

1429-008-006
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1429-009-001 BPA appreciates the feedback.  We wanted to put the
SDEIS on our web page, but BPA’s security office
suggested that we not do so.  We hope that we are
allowed to put these documents on our Web site in the
future.

1429-009-002 Comment noted.

1429-008-006

1429-009-001

1429-009-002
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1429-009-003 Please see response to comments 1415-003, -004,
and -005.

1429-009-004 Please see response to Comment 1415-006.

1429-009-005 Please see response to Comment 1420-001-002.

1429-009-002

1429-009-003

1429-009-004

1429-009-005
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1429-009-005

1429-010-001

1429-010-002

1429-010-001 and -002  Comment noted.
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1429-010-002

1429-011-001 and -002  Comment noted.

1429-011-003, -004, and -005  Comment noted.

1429-011-006 and -007  Comment noted.

1429-011-001

1429-011-002

1429-011-003

1429-011-006

1429-011-004

1429-011-005
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1429-011-006

1429-011-007

1429-011-008

1429-011-008 Comment noted.
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1429-011-009
1429-011-009 and -010  Comment noted.

1429-011-011 and -012  Wildlife habitat is important inside and outside the
CRW.  The area inside the CRW does have a Habitat
Conservation Plan approved by USFWS and NMFS.  BPA would
also seek to minimize impacts to the wildlife habitat outside the
CRW by minimizing clearing and construction particularly near
and across streams and rivers.  As noted in the SDEIS, BPA has
labeled Alternative 1 as the preferred route recognizing the
ability to mitigate impacts to the wildlife inside the CRW and
the impacts to people and wildlife outside the CRW.  See Table
2-3 for comparisons.

1429-011-013 and -014  Comment noted.

1429-012-001 and -002  Comment noted.

1429-011-010

1429-011-012

1429-011-014

1429-011-013

1429-011-011

1429-012-001

1429-012-002
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1429-012-003

1429-012-004

1429-012-005

1429-013-001

1429-012-003 and -004  Comment noted.

1429-012-005 Comment noted.

1429-013-001 Comment noted.
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1429-013-001

1429-013-001

1429-013-001  BPA apologizes for the disruption that this project has
caused people along the project routes.  It is our intent to
treat people fairly and with respect.
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1429-013-002 and -003  BPA apologizes for the disruption that this
project has caused people along the project routes.  It is our
intent to treat people fairly and with respect.  Please refer to
Section 4.11.2.5, Community Values and Concerns, Property
Value Impact.  If you are aware of any sales in your area that
are comparable to your property, please send them to BPA
and our appraisal staff will investigate them for comparability.

1429-013-001

1429-013-002
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1429-013-003
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1429-013-003

1429-014-001

1429-014-002

1429-014-003

1429-014-001 and -002  Comment noted.

1429-014-003 Comment noted.
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1429-014-003

1429-014-004 and -005  BPA has determined that the proposed 500-kV
transmission line would require a right-of-way 150 feet
wide, along with necessary access roads.  If the Record of
Decision identifies that a route, other than the current
preferred route were to be selected, it would not be
possible to construct this year.  Many activities including
specific surveys, design, additional environmental
analysis, appraisals as well as negotiations for land rights
with landowners would need to be completed.

1429-014-006 Comment noted.

1429-015-001 Comment noted.

1429-014-004

1429-014-005

1429-014-006

1429-015-001
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1429-015-001

1429-016-001 and -002  Comment noted.

1429-016-001

1429-016-002
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1429-016-003 and -004  Comment noted.

1429-016-005 Comment noted.

1429-016-006, 007, and 008  Comment noted.

1429-016-009 BPA is following the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
protocols for surveying for the northern spotted owls.
Those surveys call for surveys to be conducted over a
two-year period during the nesting period of the spotted
owl (March 15th through June 15th), unless the project
would be constructed in the year the first survey would
be conducted.  Surveys were conducted during the
nesting period in 2002, and they are scheduled for 2003
as well.  If any spotted owls are identified, BPA would
comply with timing restrictions so as not to disturb the
protected species.

1429-016-003

1429-016-004

1429-016-005

1429-016-007

1429-016-008

1429-016-009

1429-016-006
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1429-016-009

1429-016-010

1429-016-010 Comment noted.
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1429-016-010

1429-036-001

1429-036-001 Comment noted.
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1429-036-002
1429-036-002 and -003  Comment noted.

1429-036-004 Comment noted.

1429-036-003

1429-036-004
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1429-017-001

1429-017-002

1429-017-001 See response to Comment 1429-013-002.

1429-017-002 and -003  BPA apologizes for the disruption that this
project has caused people along the project routes.  It is
our intent to treat people fairly and with respect.  We
have offered to buy the lot and house in an effort to
negotiate an agreement.  We do not have authority to
condemn more property than is needed for the
transmission project.  We can condemn only the
necessary right of way.  Our measurements indicate that
the house would be approximately 18 feet from the
outer edge of the right of way and approximately 71 feet
from the nearest conductor of the power line, if the line
is built.
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1429-017-002

1429-017-003

1429-017-004 and -005  See response to Comment 1429-013-002.

1429-018-001 and -002  Comment noted.

1429-017-004

1429-017-005

1429-018-001
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1429-018-002

1429-018-003

1429-018-003 and -004  Comment noted.

1429-019-001 and -002  See response to Comment 1429-013-002.

1429-018-004

1429-019-001
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1429-019-001

1429-019-002
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1429-020-001
1429-020-001 BPA’s offer is based on either a staff appraisal, or a contract

appraisal.  BPA’s contract appraisers must be certified in
the state where the property to be appraised is located.
BPA’s staff appraisers are not required to be state certified,
but have chosen to be certified in at least one of the states
within BPA’s service area.  Both BPA’s contract appraisers
and staff appraisers must adhere to the “Uniform
Standards of Professional Appraisal Practices,” as well as
the “Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land
Acquisitions.”  BPA requires that any contract appraiser be
state certified and maintain a positive professional
reputation, and must be familiar with the property types
being appraised.
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1429-020-002

1429-020-001

1429-020-003

1429-020-002 and -003  The language in the transmission line easement
document identifies what can be constructed.  If the rights
have already been acquired with the original easement,
no additional compensation will be offered.
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1429-021-001 The BPA staff appraisers have reviewed the Kangley-Echo
Lake Project appraisals with a value of $25,000 per acre
for rural residential home sites.  We could not find a
discrepancy as far as a value of $25,000 per acre.
However, on the appraisal summary table, there is a
“total value of property,” including land and
improvements.  The value per acre could be
misconstrued if the value of the improvements was not
itemized separately from the land.  The total property
value includes land, improvements (if any),
uneconomical remnants (if any), timber, etc.  If you
would like to review the appraisal prepared for the
landrights needed by BPA on your property, BPA’s
appraisal staff is available to answer any of your
questions.

1429-021-001
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1429-021-001
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1429-021-001

1429-021-001

1429-021-001
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1429-021-001

1429-021-001

1429-021-002

1429-021-002 Comment noted.
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1429-021-002

1429-021-002
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1429-022-001

1429-022-001

1429-022-001 BPA is allowing 45 days for public/agency review of the
SDEIS.  We acknowledge that the document contains a
lot of information, and that an EIS consists of two
documents i.e., the draft and final EISs.
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1429-023-001

1429-023-001 and -002  Comment noted.

1429-024-001 After the FEIS is released, people can comment on the
FEIS, but there is no formal comment period.  Comments
received on the FEIS are summarized in the Record of
Decision.

1429-023-002

1429-024-001
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1429-025-001
1429-025-001 Yes.

1429-026-001 Typically the preferred alternative is the alternative
implemented if an alternative other than no action is
chosen, but the agency could pick a different alternative
based on comments received and other circumstances.1429-026-001
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1429-027-001 Alternative 2 was originally suggested as an alternative
because it avoids existing homes.  The city of Seattle,
prefers that if a line has to cross the CRW, that it be  next
to the existing 500-kV line to minimize the overall
impacts to the CRW.  Alternative 1 is next to the existing
line.

1429-027-001
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1429-028-001 Homes can be built adjacent to the transmission line right-
of-way.  The existing right-of-way you are referring to is
150 feet wide and is wide enough for the new line.
Transmission lines are usually constructed in the middle of
the right-of-way.  That means homes need to be at least 75
feet from the center of the lines to be outside the right-of-
way.

1429-028-001
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1429-029-001 The location of the airport was identified in the Land
Use, Recreation, Transportation Technical Study Report
in Appendix L, and identified on Figure 13 in that report.
The Crest Airpark appears to be located approximately 3/
4 mile south of Alternative A, at is closest point.  The EIS
concluded that since the towers would be less than 200
feet high, that they would not enter navigable airspace,
therefore, Alternative A would have no long-term impact
on this or any other airport in the vicinity of the project.

1429-029-001
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1429-030-001 and -002  BPA supports the use of fuel cells and other
distributed generation alternatives to meet future power
needs.  BPA's Energy Efficiency Organization has two
programs to promote these technologies.  The first is the
Energy Web, which integrates the utility electrical system,
telecommunications system, and the energy market to
optimize loads on the electrical network, reduce costs to
consumers and utilities, facilitate the integration of
renewable resources, increase electrical system reliability
and reduce environmental impacts of load growth.

The second is BPA’s Fuel Cell Development Program,
which has the goal of accelerating the commercial
availability of residential-scale fuel cell systems to meet
the distributed power needs of our customers.  Because
they generate clean, efficient, environmentally-friendly
power, fuel cells are a promising source of
supplementary electricity to meet future demands.
Potential applications include: on-site generation in
remote locations, solving power quality or reliability
problems, improving system efficiencies where both
electricity and hot water are needed, offsetting the need
to build new power lines and other applications where
environmental impact is the focus.  While fuel cells have
great potential, they'll need a few more breakthroughs
before they can reliably and cost-effectively defer
transmission upgrades.

1429-029-001

1429-030-001

1429-030-002
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1429-030-002
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1429-031-001

1429-031-002

1429-032-001

1429-033-001

1429-034-001

1429-035-001

1429-035-002

 1429-031-001 and -002  When BPA acquires rights-of-way for its
transmission facilities, they are not made available for
public use.  Sometimes landowners and BPA can work
together to place gates across access roads that BPA uses
to access its transmission facilities.

1429-032-001 Comment noted.

1429-033-001 Comment noted.

1429-034-001 The landowner needs to continue with their planning
and construction.  If BPA were to chose a route that
would directly impact a residence, then BPA would pay
for the value of the home at that time.  Improvements to
the home would increase its value and BPA would pay
for that fair market value.

1429-035-001 and -002  Comment noted.
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1430-001-001

1430-001-001 and -002  Comment noted.

1430-002-001 Comment noted.

1430-003-001 This assumption is incorrect.  BPA has conducted its
environmental review on 9 build alternatives, a non-
transmission alternative and a no action alternative.
BPA’s Administrator will select one of these alternatives at
the conclusion of the environmental review, currently
expected in July 2003.  The administrator is expected to
make his decision on the project sometime in August.

1430-002-001

1430-001-002

1430-003-001
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1430-003-002 and -003  BPA does not rank the options in that way.  It
would have to take a look at all the factors to determine
the next likely option.  Table 2-3 compares all the
options, including cost.

1430-003-002

1430-003-003
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1430-003-004 See responses to Comments 1430-003-002 and -003 and
1429-020-001.

1430-004-001 People can comment on the final EIS, but no public
meetings will be held.  BPA has 30 days after the final
before the Administrator can sign a Record of Decision,
which will designate BPA’s decision about the project.
BPA will notify the public of the decision.

1430-003-004

1430-004-001
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1430-004-001 BPA can comment on the final EIS, but no public
meetings will be held.  BPA has 30 days after the final
before they can sign a Record of Decision, which will
designate BPA decision about the project.  BPA will notify
the public of the decision.

1430-004-001

1430-004-001
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1430-004-002

1430-004-002

1430-004-002 Please see response to Comment 1430-004-001.
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1430-004-003 Comment noted.

1430-004-002

1430-004-003

1430-004-003
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1430-004-004 BPA has identified Alternative 1 as the proposed route for
this line.  BPA is willing to take the risk to survey and
acquire land rights along Alternative 1 so that the line
could be constructed after the Record of Decision, with as
little delay for energization as possible.  BPA acknowledges
that the final decision will not be made until the Record of
Decision, which is scheduled for August 2003.  If the
decision is made to choose another route, then
energization would be delayed by several years.

1430-004-003

1430-004-004
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1430-004-004
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1430-005-001 Comment noted.

1430-005-001
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1430-005-002 Comment noted.

1430-005-001

1430-005-002
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1430-005-003 Comment noted.  BPA’s tower design standards exceed
seismic loading standards so our towers will withstand
earthquakes.

1430-006-001 Comment noted.

1430-005-002

1430-006-001

1430-005-003
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1430-006-002 and -003  Comment noted.

1430-006-004 Comment noted.

1430-006-002

1430-006-001

1430-006-003

1430-006-004
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1430-006-005 Comment noted.

1430-006-006 and -007  Comment noted.

1430-006-004

1430-006-005

1430-006-006

1430-006-007
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1430-006-007

1430-007-001

1430-007-002

1430-007-003

1430-007-001 Comment noted.

1430-007-002 Comment noted.

1430-007-003 Comment noted.
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1430-007-003

1430-007-004 Comment noted.

1430-007-004
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1430-007-005 See response to Comments 1429-013-002.

1430-007-005

1430-007-004
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1430-007-005

1430-007-005 BPA staff appraisers are not required to be state certified.
However, all BPA staff appraisers have chosen to be state
certified in at least one of the states within BPA’s service
area.  BPA appraisers follow the Uniform Standards of
Professional Appraisal Practices and follow all applicable
federal guidelines.  Also see response to Comment
1429-021-001.

1430-007-005 See response to Comments 1429-013-002.  BPA did not
agree with the conclusion of value presented by the
appraiser that you hired.  If you would like to discuss the
differences in the appraisals with BPA’s staff appraisers,
please contact us.
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1430-007-005

1430-007-005 BPA apologizes for the disruption that this project has
caused people along the project routes.  It is our intent to
treat people fairly and with respect.
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1430-007-005

1430-008-001

1430-008-001 BPA must follow Public Law 91-646, 49 CFR Part 24, as
well as the federal acquisition guidelines.
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1430-008-001

1430-009-001

1430-009-001 and -002  See responses to Comments 1429-013-002
and 1430-008-001.
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1430-009-002

1430-009-003 BPA has contracted for an appraisal of your property
with a local appraiser.  Upon receipt, we will be in a
position to make you an offer on your property.  BPA has
been negotiating with other landowners along the
preferred route for options to purchase transmission line
easements, since the decision has not been made to
construct.

1430-009-004 Comment noted.

1430-010-001 and -002  Comment noted.

1430-009-003

1430-009-004

1430-010-001

1430-010-002
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1430-010-003 Comment noted.

1430-010-004, -005, and -006  BPA has an option to purchase 640 acres
from Plum Creek immediately south of the watershed in
the Kangley/Selleck area.  This property could be divided
into 20 acre parcels.  BPA would prevent commercial or
residential development on this property if it is acquired.

1430-010-002

1430-010-003

1430-010-004
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1430-010-007 and -008  Comment noted.

1430-010-009 Comment noted.

1430-010-005

1430-010-006

1430-010-009

1430-010-007

1430-010-008
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1430-010-010 and -011  All alternatives would receive the appropriate
level of environmental mitigation.  On the watershed, the
issue is associated with surface drinking water for the city
of Seattle and some other local communities, along with
the potential of Seattle needing to install an expensive
turbidity filtration plant as a result of excessive amounts of
turbidity caused by construction of this project.  In
addition the watershed has a Habitat Conservation Plan
established with the USFWS and NMFS.  This project
needs to mitigate for potential impacts to the HCP.  Private
properties also have environmental concerns which BPA
would address locally on that property, such as minimizing
impacts to wells used for drinking water and minimizing
impacts to creeks used by endangered fish species by
keeping low-growing vegetation.  Concerning where the
funds come from for the purchase of lands to mitigate
impacts to the watershed, those funds will be from BPA.
BPA would likely buy more property than is necessary and
would be selling those remaining portions.  BPA is looking
at other agencies to see if they would be interested in
purchasing those remaining portions from BPA with
whatever fund they have available, which may be from
conservation funds.

1430-010-012 Comment noted.

1430-011-001 Comment noted.

1430-010-009

1430-010-010

1430-011-001

1430-010-011

1430-010-012
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1430-012-001 Comment noted.

1430-013-001 and -002  Comment noted.

1430-011-001

1430-012-001

1430-013-001
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1430-013-003 and -004  Comment noted.

1430-013-005 Comment noted.

1430-013-001

1430-013-003

1430-013-005

1430-013-004

1430-013-002
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1430-013-006 BPA has looked at the potential mitigation costs needed
for all the alternatives and those costs are reflected in the
overall costs depicted for each alternative as stated in the
SDEIS.  The SDEIS has already acknowledged that those
alternatives outside the CRW would be more expensive
than the preferred alternative.

1430-013-005

1430-013-006
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1430-013-007 Comment noted.

1430-014-001 Comment noted.

1430-013-006

1430-013-007

1430-014-001



3-330

C
hapter 3 —

 C
om

m
ents and Responses - SD

EIS

1430-014-001
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1430-014-001

1430-015-001

1430-015-003

1430-015-002

1430-015-003

1430-015-001 and -002  You may want to contact your local taxing
authority(ies) and provide them with a copy of BPA’s
easement document, and inquire whether a reduction in
your property taxes is possible.

1430-015-003 The costs would be about $10 to $13 million more than
conventional construction including special designs and
construction techniques and purchasing properties.
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1430-015-003

1430-015-004 BPA’s Administrator will make the decision on this project.

1430-016-001 and -002  Some discussions have taken place about
decommissioning roads.  Those discussions are continuing
and no commitment has been made.

1430-015-004

1430-016-001
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1430-016-002

1430-016-002

1430-017-001

1430-017-001 Comment noted.
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1430-017-001

1430-018-001

1430-018-001 Comment noted.

1430-018-001 Comment noted.
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1430-018-001

1430-018-001

1430-019-001

1430-019-001 and -002  BPA did take advantage of an opportunity to
acquire 350 acres from the Trust for Public Land.  The
preferred alternative crosses this parcel, it has potential
mitigation benefits, and can be resold if the decision is
not to construct this route.  See response to Comment
1429-013-002.
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1430-019-002

1430-020-001, -002, and -003  BPA has the power of eminent domain, or
the power to condemn.  BPA works closely with
landowners to come to a satisfactory agreement if
possible.  If negotiations are not successful, and the
decision has been made to construct a project, BPA
would use its power to condemn to secure the necessary
land rights.  This would apply to land rights needed from
any landowner along the route to be constructed,
including the City of Seattle, if the preferred route is
selected.  BPA generally requires six months to acquire
rights to property.

1430-020-001

1430-020-002

1430-020-003

1430-020-001



3-337

C
hapter 3 —

 C
om

m
ents and Responses - SD

EIS

1430-020-003

1430-021-001

1430-021-001

1430-021-001 The aluminum smelter at Kaiser is shut down and will be
dismantled.  The aluminum smelter process is
continuous in that bauxite is added while the finished
aluminum is being poured from the pot.  The pots must
be kept energized in order to keep the process going.
The conductors on our lines are all 2.5 inch or smaller.
The blue haze you see is corona, a result of the high
voltage stress around the conductors and hardware.  The
blue haze is not heat being given off by the line.
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1430-022-001 and -002  BPA does have the right of condemnation.  This
includes private properties and the city of Seattle.  Seattle
is aware of this.

1430-021-001

1430-022-001
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1430-022-001

1430-022-002
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1430-023-001 The public comments received on the DEIS and SDEIS
are in the FEIS.

1430-024-001 Comment noted.

1430-025-001 Comment noted.

1430-026-001 and -002  The SDEIS did not report the loss savings for all
of the alternatives.  However, we have the information
from studies.  The loss savings for the other alternatives
range from 4 to 11 MWs fewer losses than without the
project.

1430-023-001

1430-024-001

1430-025-001

1430-026-001
1430-026-002
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